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VACCINOLOGY II

LEGAL AND ETHICAL ISSUES IN
IMMUNIZATION

*Satish Tiwari

Abstract: Epidemiology, economics and ethics demand
that the health professionals and the policy makers should
alleviate the misery caused by various infectious diseases
and related complications. Adequate immunization is an
important and time-tested health intervention in preventing
infectious diseases. The need is to prepare a standardized
national recommendations or guidelines regarding
vaccination. Many pediatricians are facing ethical dilemma
regarding the need of costly vaccines for the general
population at the cost of basic necessities of life like
nutrition, safe drinking water, pollution free environment,
etc. Medical graduates should keep themselves updated
with the recent advances in the field of immunization.
There is a need for strengthening the surveillance of
adverse events following immunizations in the country.
All the necessary safe guards should be in place and the
regulations should be followed in letter and spirit in vaccine
trial in vulnerable child population. Right things should
be done so that the future generation can live a healthy
life.
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Points to Remember

• There is a need to have quality control in the
manufacture, transport and storage of vaccines.

• Issue of clear guidelines is an increasing
responsibility on the government and the academic
organizations in this era of biased and confusing
promotions.

• Millions of children suffer from morbidity and
mortality for either want of vaccine or optimal,
ethical and rational use of vaccines.

• We should understand the various legal issues related
to vaccinations, otherwise there may be allegations
of negligence in future.

• The profession and commerce need to be separated
and conflict of interest of various stake-holders shall
be kept in mind.
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